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system, the BE PREPARED TO STOP sign should be supplemented with a WHEN
FLASHING plaque.

Section 2C.30 Speed Reduction Signs (W3-5, W3-5a)

Guidance:

A Speed Reduction (W3-5 or W3-5a) sign (see Figure 2C-5) should be used to inform rc
users of a reduced speed zone when engineering judgment indicates the need for adval
notice to comply with the posted speed limit ahead.

Figure 2C-5 Advisory Speed and Speed Reduction Signs
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Standard:

If used, Speed Reduction signs shall be followed by a Speed Limit (R2-1) sign
installed at the beginning of the zone where the speed limit applies.

The speed limit displayed on the Speed Reduction sign shall be identical to the
speed limit displayed on the subsequent Speed Limit sign.

Section 2C.31 Merge Signs (W4-1, W4-5)

Option:

A Merge (W4-1) sign (see Figure 2C-6) may be used to warn road users on the major
roadway that merging movements might be encountered in advance of a point where lai
from two separate roadways converge as a single traffic lane and no turning conflict
occurs.

A Merge sign may also be installed on the side of the entering roadway to warn road ust
on the entering roadway of the merge condition.

Guidance:

The Merge sign should be installed on the side of the major roadway where merging traf
will be encountered and in such a position as to not obstruct the road user's view of
entering traffic.

Where two roadways of approximately equal importance converge, a Merge sign should
placed on each roadway.

When a Merge sign is to be installed on an entering roadway that curves before merging
with the major roadway, such as a ramp with a curving horizontal alignment as it
approaches the major roadway, the Entering Roadway Merge (W4-5) sign (see Figure 2
6) should be used to better portray the actual geometric conditions to road users on the
entering roadway.

http://mutcd.thwa.dot.geov/HTM/2003/part2/part2c.htm?strKeyword=2C.30 7/5/2004



